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X appr eciate you? sending to Ml your oowll eet lusts rtf 
the the Internationa 

eituatlan m of March of this .vow# I read your j^pew# with 
interest ami was gratified to loan that you hava n* to 
proceed to this type of setlnative work* 


I was irp reseed toy hew much the thinking of your group 
parallels that of our owu Of fourtc# tfmmrer mm wustarrivi 
at eetlmates based upon tnfomation i*i«h is oftsa iz^redss 
and must be projected into the iuture, and whenever then sre 
imponderables upon which little or m rdUabi* lafonati y ii 
available, there will be dif iereucss to «aphnls m 
weights accords* to th» various factors considered in arstotog 
at an ©stint** In your precis* and wsH-writtn overall 
estimate, you perhaps did not trim the ^®ee to develop sew* 
p o i n ts which X am sure you have oefttti domed and which wruMf 
all of us« 


fox example, you conclude that the US SR probably umui& 
not start a war through 1S53 because toe p*Ws*»al dewlogiMrtt 
•art military production of the Soviet Woe are not sufUcientoy 
advanced and because the Soviet leaders believe they can still 
attain thair objectives by cold war tactics* Ssppoais^ that 
the .evict dlitaxy development, especially in air defense and 
ia weapons of mas© destruction# were mere advanced than IB 
believed* might this result to core boiaiese in pursuing own 
war tactics, even to the point of taking such **• 

west might feel obliged to counter them W .?•* 

did give indications of countering by force* would the u -*> 
accept a showdown or, as It has don* so oftsn in the past# 
wit hd raw *nd pursue its objective by ether means? Wiiai- would 
be the ioviet reaction if our own capability to prevent Soviet 
cold war victories proved better than tho QB8& m&wtGtit ysmd 
the US-aft bo prompted to tale laore reckless action or would it 
be inclined to retire and await better day*? 
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Xoii also note thst the SJSSB would itself start a shooting 
inqp only if It believed it necsSfary to forestall an attack 
ffm the West or to exploit a decisive weakness of the Hast* 
vit-At about the possibility that the breaalin leaders wight 
chooee to attack aiasdy because they saw rearmament s&aflnrsgt 
underway in the tost which, if brought to ccnpletion, would 
tlireaien the security of the U&ik anti prevent the achievement 
of its objectives for trnny years to cons? Might the tfStR 
avi<&ek tee host when teoec measures reach a point where they 
can no longer be checked by aUtteal weans, tart have not yet 
reached a point where to challenge the ’vest would result in a 
Soviet ckfea&t 


Xc«a state that the present world situa.ion is and will be 
for a long time to cons-- Like a powder barrel wliich could explode 
fxo» Bona: unforeseen and unintentional spark. The ur> E in the 
past - as with Japan during the late 1&30* s - ha© refused to 
become involved in a war ever oven big spark s* What reaaea is 
U ; tre to belli ve teat the U> a would not still refuse to figs* 
a ay or war unless it believed itself capable of victory (unless, 
ot course, it were subjected .0 large- teals attack)? 

then you have occasion 'to revise your estimates, I should 
aj.ipreoia.te receiving any evidence or conclusions you nay have 
on these very difficult questions. 
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Handwritten note added by PCI; 
"I am very glad that 


xs 


Joining you. He impressed me as a man 
■*Sfearacter and honor. 1 ' W.B.S, 
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